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Section 4 
 

Tire Tracks/Rut Removal Plan 
 
Purpose 
 
Vehicle Tire ruts can trap or impede post-emergent hatchlings during their 
crawl to the ocean.  Anecdotal evidence indicates that sea turtle hatchlings 
have been trapped in tire ruts created by vehicles on the beaches of St. Johns 
County.  A tire tracks and rut removal plan will minimize the potential 
impact to sea turtle nesting activities.   
 
 
Relevant ITP Conditon(s) - G.2.j. 
 

j. Tire Tracks/Rut Removal Plan.  “Within thirty (30) days of the 
effective date of this Permit, the Permittee shall submit for U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service review and approval a Tire Track/Rut Removal 
Plan as further described in Chapter 7 of the HCP.  The Permittee 
shall implement such Plan during the first full nesting season 
following U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service approval (beginning on May 
1).  The approved Tire Track/Rut Removal Plan may be subsequently 
amended prior to and after its implementation upon review and 
approval of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.”  

 
HCP Performance During 2007 
 
Implementation: A Rut Removal Plan (Appendix B) was submitted to the 
USFWS on September 1, 2006. Prior to the 2007 nesting season PPHs were 
issued a copy of the Rut Removal Plan.  Rut removal procedures on beaches 
north of the St. Augustine Inlet were conducted by local volunteers under the 
supervision of the HCP Coordinator and PPHs, Volunteers received onsite 
training and instructions (Appendix C) according to the approved guidelines 
on how to conduct rut removal.  Rut removal was obtained with the use of 
large light-weight aluminum rakes. They were instructed not to touch the 
staked nest and to contact the HCP Coordinator in the event of a hatchout or 
sea turtle related emergency.  Marine Rescue vehicles were equipped with 
large drag mats and rakes and received training per the approved Rut 
Removal Protocol.  Rut removal on south beaches required more time due to 
the distance and density of nesting.   
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Assessment: Rut removal was required on 11.46 miles of the 16.3 miles of 
drivable beach. The Permit Holder for beaches located north of the St. 
Augustine Inlet reported minor complications with rut removal volunteers.  
Volunteers were reported as raking inside the nest on one occasion.  
However, after further investigation it was determined that the volunteers 
assigned to that particular nest were following procedures and that an 
outside person was possibly tending to the nest as well.  A total of 8 nests on 
1.56 miles of beaches north of the St. Augustine Inlet required rut removal.  
A total of 9.9 miles of south beaches, beginning at A Street extending south 
to Matanzas Inlet required rut removal.  Two PPHs on beaches south of the 
St. Augustine Inlet are responsible for sea turtle patrol and the related 
activities.  A total of 9.9 miles of south beaches, beginning at A Street 
extending south to Matanzas Inlet required rut removal.  One of the Permit 
holders became very ill during the season and was hospitalized leaving the 
volunteers with broken data and information.  This time of the season proved 
to be very challenging for Marine Rescue, the volunteers, and the HCP 
Coordinator.  Nonetheless, Marine Rescue scheduled 8 individuals to close 
gates and perform rut removal seven days a week. A total of 30 minutes was 
allowed to complete gate procedures and Law Enforcement was not present 
on the beach during the operation.  Marine Rescue does not have the 
authority to enforce the removal of vehicles and were stationed to advise and 
secure the gates. As a result vehicles were locked on the beach.  Vehicles 
left on the beach in addition to those attempting to gain unauthorized access 
were contributing to reports of ruts in front of scheduled nests. The HCP 
Coordinator received inconsistent reports regarding rut removal procedures, 
spread sheet evaluations, sea turtle observations, and vehicles left on beach 
from both volunteers and Marine Rescue staff.  Therefore a formal 
assessment of the rut removal program for 2007 cannot be evaluated.   
 
On several occasions sea turtle hatchlings were observed as being trapped or 
disoriented from the lack of rut removal by two PPHs located on the south 
beaches.  A total of four (4) FWC Marine Turtle Hatchling Disorientation 
Incident Reports were filed with FWC indicating hatchling disorientation 
due to vehicle ruts.  No lights were observed as contributing to the problem.   
 
Program Improvements: St. Johns County Beach Services will be 
acquiring the services of two interns for the 2008 sea turtle nesting season to 
perform rut removal procedures under the direct supervision of the HCP 
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Coordinator.  A more detailed form of data collection and reporting will be 
utilized through better communication with PPHs.  
 
 


